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THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. 


“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming in the which all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resur- 
rection of life, and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” — 
JouN v. 28, 29. 


Tuxse are the words of our Lord Jesus Christ. Having an- 
nounced to the Jews that he, as the Son of God, performed the 
works of God—had all judgment committed unto him, and had 
life in himself, everlasting life, which it was in his power to con- 
fer upon those who believed on him—they were filled with aston- 
ishment. Perceiving this, either from his knowledge of what 
was in man, or from what he saw in their countenances, he 
proceeded to add still greater things, and uttered the stupendous 
announcement of the text, “* Marvel not at this : for the hour is 
coming in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice and shall come forth; they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil, unto the resur- 
rection of damnation.” As if he had said: Let not what I have - 
spoken thrill you with so much wonder ; for though death, ravag- 
ing in every age, has filled the globe and ocean with his spoils, 
Ihave a key to the caverns where he hides his victims ; and at 
my voice these caverns shall open and render up their prey, who 
shall come forth—some to rise and shout, and some to sink and 
wail forever ! 
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The doctrine of the resurrection was one peculiarly dear to 
the primitive saints. They dwelt upon it with more frequency 
and interest than Christians of the present day are wont to do. 
The expectation that their weary, earthy bodies, would spring 
pure and immortal from the tomb, supported them in all times of 
—— and comforted them in all seasons of tribulation. 
0 animating was this doctrine to them, that their heathen and 
infidel enemies did all in their power to disprove it, and when 
they could not disprove it, did all in their power to prevent it 
from taking effect. Hence in some instances, hewing the bodies 
of the saints in pieces, they cast them into rapidly rushing rivers, 
in hopes that they would be thus so mutilated and scattered as to 
make the future re-union of the several parts impossible. The 
resurrection of the body is indeed a doctrine which faith alone 
can grasp, and appropriate to the strengthening of high and holy 
= in the soul. Hence there are not wanting those who 
ave utterly disbelieved it—more who have doubted it, and still 
others, Christians, even, who from vague ideas respecting it, fail 
to derive from it that comfort and profit which an intelligent, 
hearty persuasion of it is designed to impart. ‘ Why should it 
be thought incredible that God should raise the dead ?” exclaims 
the Apostle; and yet to multitudes the assertion that he will do 
80, is viewed, as in the very nature of things, false. 
In discoursing upon the resurrection of the body, I observe— 


First: Zhat ct is PossiBie. 

When we consider that the bodies of men moulder back to 
their original dust, and mixing with the earth, convey nourish- 
ment to other bodies which the products of the earth support; 
when we consider further, that these other bodies are devoured 
by fish and various animals who grow and fatten thereby ; it is 
indeed wonderful how the dust of our bodies thus scattered and 
incorporated, can be re-gathered and moulded into the same bo- 
dies which it before constituted. But * with God, all things are 
possible ;” and to say that this is not possible, is to err, not know- 
ing his knowledge and power. His understanding is infinite, and 
his energies are omnipotent energies. He who “ telleth the num- 
ber of the stars and calleth them all by their names”—who read- 
eth the very “ imaginations of the thoughts of the heart”—who 
saw “ our substance yet being imperfect, and in whose book all 
our members were written while as yet there was none of them ;” 
must know the several particles of dust into which our bodies 
moulder, no matter how numerous the ‘changes through which 
they pass. And he who created a world out of nothing, spoke 
it into existence at a breath, and kindling suns and systems to 
wheel and gravitate amidst immensity, hung and keeps them 
hung upon nothing—surely can arrange the several parts of our 
tabernacles in the exact figure and order they were before. He 
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“who called things that be not, as though they were,” can call 
things which have been, and make them as they formerly 
have been. He who raised from the dead two children, in 
answer to the prayers of his two prophets, Elijah and Elisha; 
He who infused warmth and vitality into a dead body, on its 
being let down into the sepulchre of one of these prophets, 
and coming in contact with his bones; He who raised Lazarus 
from the tomb where he had three days lain; and at the yielding 
up of whose spirit upon the cross, graves were opened and the 
bodies of sleeping saints arose and appeared unto many; He 
who has done this, can surely restore our bodies, though turned 
to ashes and carried hither and thither by the winds, into their 
original forms. Nor does the vexed question of personal identi- 
ty, offer any insuperable obstacle. If the waste and supply of 
our animal frame is not such as to prevent an individual now 
from being spoken of as the same individual that he was at the 
time of his birth ; if one bloated by excess, is the same individu- 
al that he was when no vicious flesh clothed his bones; if an 
individual who committed a crime years since, is now apprehen- 
ded as the identical individual, and punished as such; there can 
be no difficulty in the operation of divine power, to the raising 
of the bodies of the human race, sufficiently identical for every 
purpose which their resurrection is to subserve. The resurrec- 
tion of the disorganized, dissolved primitive body, then, we may 
say, is possible. 


Secondly: J¢ is PROBABLE. 

In all the works of God we behold a harmony. They are all 
disposed to some end, and this end is seen in the orderly beauty 
of the whole. Jehovah makes nothing in vain. The human 
body curiously formed, he made to be the house of the soul. 
He fashioned it most cunningly, to suit the convenience of the 
spiritual occupant. He designed them to live in the company 
and fellowship of each other. Might we not, then, expect, since 
the soul was not created to be alone, and the body was created as 
its appropriate companion, that if this soul passed into another 
region to dwell, its companion, though left behind, would ulti- 
mately go there likewise? If “no one ever yet hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it,” why should the Creator of 
this flesh, who having created it, pronounced it “ good,” cast it 
forever aside? We behold, too, many types of its resurrection 
in nature. If night reminds us of the grave, the emerging sun 
reminds us of the resurrection. If we behold winter in the 
tomb, we see the resurrection in the freshness and bloom of 
spring. Seeds fall into the ground and die, but it is that they 
may bear much fruit; and hence they sprout again and flourish. 
Silkworms, having retired into their own graves, come out again, 
“as alive from the dead.” Such changes, imaging the resurrec- 
tion, why should not the body of dust, reduced by death, be built 
again? Why should not this, also, revive from its ashes? 
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Besides, since the body is connected with the soul in a proba- 
tionary state, we might properly suppose that it would be ina 
state of retribution. Mankind have pleased or offended their 
Maker through the medium of their bodies. It is through them 
that the soul has received temptations. Corporeal propensities 
and passions have inflamed and excited the soul, and the soul 
has either meritoriously resisted them, or been prompted by 
them to the contraction of guilt. The body and soul, thus sin- 
ning or discharging duty together, should be punished or reward- 
ed together ; but to be thus punished or rewarded, the body must 
be raised. Otherwise, the very individuals rewarded or punish- 
ed, are not the individuals who have been righteous or wicked in 
the present life. We are now complex beings ; have a soul and 
a body. The soul is not the man, nor is the body the man, but 
both body and soul united constitute the man. Such, indi- 
viduals have been in this present existence, this probationary 
state, and to be such—to be the same individuals in the future 
state—the two constituent parts of their nature, the material and 
the immaterial, must be combined. 

Moreover, the state of the righteous between death and the 
resurrection, denominated the intermediate state, is represented 
as less blessed than it will be subsequently to the resurrection. 
But why it should be thus, except by a re-union of their souls 
with their bodies, it would be difficult to say. It is not, however, 
difficult to conceive how new sources of joy may flow into their 
souls through the medium of their bodies. Further, Christians 
are now commanded to “ glorify God with their bodies.” Ifthe 
do this here, why not eleewhere? These bodies are called “ tem- 
ples of the Iloly Ghost”—His property and residence ; is it likely 
that these temples will be allowed to lie in perpetual ruin and 
desolation? From these and other considerations, we pronounce 
the resurrection of the body probable. 


Thirdly: J¢ 23 ozRTAIN. 

We come now “to the law and to the testimony,” in accord- 
ance with which, if any doctrine speaks, it speaks with clear- 
ness, and should speak to conviction. The Bible on this subject 
is full and explicit. I will quote four passages—two from the 
Old and two from the New Testament. Says Isaiah (xxvi. 19), 
“Thy dead men shall live; together with my dead body shall 
they arise ; awake and sing ye that dwell in dust, for thy dew is 
as the’dew of herbs, po the earth shall cast out the dead.” 


Says Daniel (xii. 2), “ Many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awaken; some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt.” Exclaims the Apostle (Acts 
xxiv. 15), “I have hope toward God that there shall be a resur- 
rection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.” And again 
(1 Thes. iv. 18), ‘I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 




















THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. 101 


concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him.” No argument can add force to inspired state- 
ments like these. There is, then, to be a resurrection of the body. 
It is possible—it is probable—it is certain. We pass— 


Fourthly : Zo the purpose, or object of the resurrection. 

One — may be, to make a signal exhibition of Jehovah’s 
power. This globe is emphatically a field of death—a place of 
sculls. From the time that death entered it by sin, the earth has 
been arched with the graves of men, and the ocean paved with 
their bones. Generation after generation of mankind—the infant, 
the youth, the middle-aged, and the gray-headed—have marched 
rapidly to the tomb, and now lie mouldcring in dust. What an ex- 
hibition of divine power, to behold these, in obedience to a voice 
pealing and echoing where they lie, starting into life !—these myri- 
ads upon myriads, all collected, distinguished, and compounded— 
atom united to its fellow atom, and bone to its fellow bone, in 
bonds never more to be dissolved! Another object of the resur- 
rection may be, to perpetuate the human species. The human 
race composed of matter and mind—blending together the mate- 
rial and spiritual, form, as we may believe, a distinct class of 
beings. It is hardly consistent with the wisdom of God to destroy 
such a class. But were the bodies of men not raised, men would 
be pure spirits like angels. There would then be no peculiar 
race connecting worlds visible and invisible, and thus a link in the 
chain of intelligent existences would be sundered. But the 
great object of the resurrection—paramount to all others, and 
which may be called the object—is to bring the united body and 
soul, the entire man, before the judgment seat of Christ. It is, 
that the actions of all the actors that have ever lived may be 
manifested, and their final allotments determined ; that sentence 
may be pronounced upon every action, every family, and every 
— of all the posterity of Adam, according to their 
works. 


Fifthly :—TZhe time and mode of the resurrection. 

The precise hour, or day, of this sublime occurrence, we cannot 
tell. Nor we only. No angel can mark it with certainty. It is 
not for them, any more than for ourselves, to know the times and 
seasons which Jehovah has reserved to himself. We only know 
that it is not a final act, but immediately precedes the judgment ; 
and that it will come unexpectedly, as a thief in the night. The 
mode, or manner, will be inconceivably amazing and glorious. 
There will be a visible appearance of Jesus Christ. With a 
power and glory worthy his dignity and office, he will come, borne 
upon the clouds. The Lord shall descend from heaven with a 
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shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God. 
And as at the sound of the silver trumpet in the Jewish jubilee, 
the dungeons were opened, and the captives came out in posses- 
sion of their freedom; so the archangel’s trump ringing through 
the caverns of the earth and the caverns of the pn pon. 
through all the dark domains of death, shall open all, and pour 
out an ocean of living forms! “The dead in Christ shall rise 
first.” The tombs and sepulchres which have closed over the 
dust of the saints, will first be opened, and then all the dust which 
has ever been animated, being animated again, the spacious earth 
will wave with a dense harvest of life! Those who remain and 
are alive at this coming of our Lord, will be suddenly transformed. 
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, ¢hey shall be changed, 
and caught up together with the other redeemed ones, in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.” We come now, 


Sixthly :—7o the character of the bodies raised. 

As this is a matter of pure revelation, we must keep close to 
the inspired word. This is very copious and clear. The qualities 
of the glorified bodies of believers are drawn out with minuteness 
in the following verses—(1 Cor. xv. 35-44)—by a running com- 
mentary on which, we may obtain distinct conceptions of their 
organization :—** Some will say, [low are the dead raised up, and 
with what body do they come¢# Thou fool! that which thon 
sowest is not quickened, except it die. And that which thou 
sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it 
may chance of wheat or of some other grain. But God giveth it 
a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body. 
All flesh is not the same flesh; but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another of fishes, and another of birds. There are also 
celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial ; but the glory of the celes- 
tial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is 
one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another 

lory of the stars; for one star differeth from another star in glory. 
50 also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, 
it is raised in incorruption; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power ; it is sown 
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. ‘There is a natural 
body and there is a spiritual body.” We will attempt a brief com- 
mentary on these verses. Some will suy, how are the dead 
raised up, and with what body do they come?” In what way 
is this effected? What are the characteristics of the bodies 
which shall be raised up? “ how fool, that which thou sowest is 
not quickened, except it dic.” Thoughtless, unobserving man, you 
behold an analogous process constantly going on around you. 
You cast seed into the earth, and it springs not up fresh and green, 
till it decays and dies in the earth. Now there is no more difii- 
culty in the rising of the body than there is in the springing up 
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of that seed. The body is indeed decomposed and dissolved by 
death, but so is the seed; yet as that rises after apparently 
perishing, so may the body. “ And that which thou sowest, 
thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat or of some other grain.” And, then, when you 
put seed or grain into the earth, the product, though in substance, 
and kind, the same as the grain or seed sown, is yet different in 
' figure. You sow wheat, and it rises wheat; you sow corn, and 
it rises corn ;—yet the product springing from the seed sown dif- 
fers in form from the kernels put in the earth; for the product 
has roots, and stalks, and beard, and leaves. These last appear 
in the process of reproduction. So may it be with the raised 
body. It may have features and appendages, which the buried 
body had not. “ But God hath given it a body as it hath pleased 
him, and to every seed his own body.” It is because he chooses it, 
that the root, and stalk, and leaves differ from the kernel that 
died; and he gives to different kernels of grain appropriate qual- 
ities. Such facts in vegetation which you witness, should pre- 
vent you from discrediting analogous facts in connection with the 
resurrection. As to the bodies raised: “All flesh is not the same 
flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, another of fishes, and 
another of birds.” There is no necessity that the raised body 
should have the same figure and qualities with the body laid in 
the grave; for there are a great variety of bodies, and we have 
no reason to believe that these varieties are exhausted. You see 
a difference in bodies here upon the earth; some more, and some 
less excellent. There is the flesh of men, and the flesh of fishes, 
and the flesh of birds; all different. And if, not confining your 
view to earth, you look above earth, you will see that the same is 
true there. ‘There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terres- 
trial, but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the ter- 
restrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star 
differeth from another star in glory.” Bodies on the earth differ 
from heavenly bodies, and heavenly bodies differ among them- 
selves. Here on the earth, the bodies of men differ from that of 
beasts, and these, in their turn, from trees and vegetables; and 
all these, from the beauty and brilliancy of those bodies set in 
the tirmament of heaven. So these last bodies differ from each 
other in magnificence. The splendor of the sun exceeds that of 
the moon, and the splendor of the moon is superior to that of the 
stars; and the stars, either from their different magnitudes, or 
comparative distance from our earth, twinkle with various de- 
grees of brightness. ‘ So, also, is the resurrection of the dead.” 
‘The bodies of the dead, though they shall all be raised immortal, 
will possess beauty and excellence, be endowed with perfections 
with which the human body was never before invested. “ J¢ 78 
sown in corruption.” In its present state, the human body is a 
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frail, mortal body. There is a tendency to decay in its very or- 
—-. The teeth decay, the eyes grow dim, the limbs grow 
eeble, the joints relax, and age stamps her white impress of de- 
cay upon the hair. So it is be. cha to diseases acute and chronic, 
and even to putrefaction. But it will not be so raised: “ J¢ is 
raised in incorruption.” It will be no longer susceptible of waste 
and disorders. There shall be no more hunger, no more thirst, 
no more Janguor, no more pain, no more death. They shall be 
more durable than any material objects, for they shall abide for 
ever, unassailable, indestructible. “Jt 2s sown im dishonor.” 
Now it is a vile body, often unlovely and deformed. No sooner 
is the flame of life within it quenched, than it is too offensive to 
be kept in sight, and is fed upon by crawling oe. “ But ut 
as raised in glory.” Every thing vile about it will be taken away. 
It will be like Christ’s glorious body. ‘ Who shall change,” says 
this same apostle, “our bodies, that they may be likened unto 
Christ’s glorious body.” What that was, at his transfiguration, 
we know. ‘His face shone as the sun, and his raiment was 
white as the light ;” and when the disciple John, who then saw 
him, saw him afterwards in Patmos, he tells us his face was as 
the mid-day sun, and his eyes as a flame of fire, and his feet as 
burning brass.” If there is symmetry, and dignity, and finish, 
about any of the handy works of God, we may confidently look 
for it in those bodies which his dear Son has ransomed by his 
blood, and modelled after his own perfect person. “ J¢ is sown 
in weakness.” It is now but a brittle piece of clay. Its faculties 
have little vigor,—are soon fatigued, and require repose. “ J¢ is 
raised in power.” It will rise with renovated physical energies 
—energies not soon impaired, and demanding neither food nor 
rest. “ [tis sown a natural body ; it is raised a spiritual body.” 
“ There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.” The 
word natural might be translated more properly animal. The 
present body depends for its continuance on the laws of the ani- 
mal economy, and originates the propensities and passions. It 
communicates with the world without, through sensual organs. 
Not so with the body raised. Though this is also a body, it isa 
spiritual body. Its functions are not performed by a union of flesh 
and blood, of arteries and nerves, but its attributes will be so like 
the mind, so refined and spiritualized, as to be perfectly suited to 
mental perceptions and enjoyments. The original grossness of its 
materiality will be purged away; it will be etherealized into spi- 
rit; a robe of light, rivaling the invisible essence of the soul itself. 
Such is the destination of the Christian’s earthly, frail, perishable 
body ;—such the lovely and effulgent characteristics with which 
it shall be stamped. I say the Christian’s body, for this de- 
scription has reference to no other? We know not what odious 
deformities the bodies of the wicked will bear,—what hideous ex- 
pressions the curse of sin will give them. We only know that 
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they will be so disfigured as to “rise to shame and everlasting 
contempt.” Zhis is the language which inspiration employs with 
reference to them, and there leaves them! Baek is the Scriptural 
account of the resurrection of the body. Marvel not at it. Je- 
hovah has pledged his word that it shall be, and the hour is ra- 
pidly hastening on, when it will be all read. 

In application of the subject, we observe,—that it is extremely 
consoling to all the true friends of the Redeemer. Are their 
present bodies fatigued by toil, or racked by pain, or prostrate by 
sickness? Are base passions awakened through the senses, which 
passions they lament and struggle to overcome? This fatigue, 
and pain, and sickness, and conflict, will soon be over. These 
frail, disordered tabernacles, will shortly be taken down, and once 
down, will not be so constructed again. Such have but to exer- 
cise fortitude and resignation, till the body drops into its resting 

lace, when they will eternally rest from distress and trouble. 

ave they Christian friends who have died away from their kin- 
dred, whose bones lie in a land of strangers? or have they one 
such, over whose grave the blue wave ripples? Jehovah watches 
that,—to Him precious dust. It is not a stranger to Him, though 
it is among strangers. From [lim it is not concealed, though it 
lies in the ocean cave, with the sea-weed wrapped closely around 
it,—and it shall rise again, ennobled and glorious. ‘The sea is 
his,” and so is the body, though the ship which paused to leave it 


in the deep has sailed on, and “ no man knoweth the place of its 
sepulchre.” 
“Asleep in Jesus! time nor space 
Debars this precious ‘hiding-place ;’ 
On Indian plains or Lapland snows, 
Believers find the same repose.” 


Perhaps, Christian, you have seen, disease attacking and gaining 
daily victory over the form you loved. You may, “at the pain- 
ful post of observation,” have beheld beauty fading like a moth,— 
the clear skin drying and wrinkling,—the cheerful expressive 
face growing haggard and ghastly, and the symmetrically propor- 
dened body reduced to a skeleton. O what a wreck of what that 
one, to whom your soul is allied, once was! Where is now that 
beauty and elegance, at which your heart once thrilled with rap- 
ture? It is indeed gone,—but not forever gone. The palid face 
will bloom again, the sunken glazed eye sparkle, and your pious 
friend be clothed with far lovelier graces; when, through “ Him 
who is the resurrection and the life,” she springs from corruption 
to immortality. . 

We cannot conceive the felicity of a soul reunited to a bod 
thus improved. How different from the body laid down, whic 
was fragile, and tainted with sin, will this glorified body be! A 
proper instrument for the exalted services and bliss of the 
heavenly state, it will be thus employed. The eyes, here moist- 
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ened by sorrow and contrition, will behold the Saviour in all his 
charms. The heart, which was here burdened with grief on ac- 
count of guilt, will gush fourth os for its deliverance. The 
ears, here clused to error and scandal, will hear the songs of 
saints and angels, The hands, here raised in prayer, will grasp 
unfading palins of victory ; and the lips, which here moved in ~ 
prayer, shall shout the praises of Him who sitteth upon the 
throne, and the praises of theyLamb! O, it will be indeed a ju- 
bilee to those who have “died in Jesus,” when his voice enters 
the low chambers of their graves ! 

But while this subject affords special consolations to believers 
in the Lord, it should carry fear and trembling to the impenitent. 

* All that are in the graves,” said our Saviour, “shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and shall come forth ;”—all—* they 
that have done good,”—have believed in Christ, and have been 
led by his Spirit, * to the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil,” have been unbelieving and disobedient, “ to the resur- 
rection of damnation.” O what scenes of horror will then open 
upon the impenitent! Their bodies here members of unright- 
eousness,—instruments of guilty pleasures, will burst out from 
the tombs,—their external appearance befiiting the guilty souls 
who will inhabit them. How will these souls shudder at the de- 
formities of their own habitations! How will they shrink from 
bodies once occupied in Satan’s service, and now bearing their 
master’s hateful image! They will wish, but vainly wish, to hide 
them. They will call, but call in vain, upon the rocks and moun- 
tains, todu this. They must enter them, though bearing the curse 
of sin, to be unitedly dragged away to conviction, and sentence, 
and hell ;—to endure gnawing appetites, insatiable cravings, and 
tormenting passions, forever and ever! My impenitent hearers, 
are you prepared for a scene like this? Have you made ready 
Sor, have you thought of, the morning of the resurrection? Very 
soon will you be laid in the grave ;—are you prepared to be sum- 
moned from it? Flatter not yourselves with vain hopes. Those 
only will be raised in glory, who undergo a moral transformation 
in this world. Those only will come forth to the resurrection of 
life hereatter, who come forth to the resurrection of regeneration 
and piety nuw. Awake, then, now, from a death in trespasses 
and sins, and Christ shall give thee life. ‘The hour now is, 
when the dead hear the voice of the Son of God,” and so hear as 
to live. Every Sabbath that the gospel is preached, some soul 
starts from the slumbers of sin to a life of faith and religion. Be 
tiou of that wise number, who, in this state of their probation, 
attend to “the things which belong unto their peace.” Trifle not 
away your day of grace. Hear your God when he says, Repent 
and believe ; hear and do, as you Would not die the second death, 
as you would not “ come fourth to the resurrection of damnation.” 
My friends, you may harden yourselves against this appeal ; but 
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when the earth is heaving, charnel-houses rattling, and graves 
opening, how will it then appear to you? You may now close 
your ears to the truth, but to the shout of your descending Judge, 
you cannot close your ears. You may refuse to hear and obey 


the gospel, but the archangel’s trump you must hear, and its sum- 
mons you must obey. 
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“But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels. To the general assembly and 
church of the first-born which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and 
to the spirits of just men made perfect. And to Jesus the Mediator of the new 


covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of 
Abel.”—Heprews xii. 22-24. 


Tae Apostle would comfort his brethren in the faith. Their 
afflictions were manifold. The lusts of the flesh annoyed them. 
The world was in arms against them. Satan desired to have 
them, that he might sift them as wheat. Dangers girded them 
round on every side, and often they saw only destruction before 
them. Nothing would comfort them more than a lively percep- 
tion of the blessings of their condition, as united to Christ by 
faith, and sanctified by his Spirit. 

To those blessings the Apostle refers them. The language he 
employs is so elevated, as to seem descriptive of the state of be- 
lievers after death. But the context clearly requires its applica- 
tion to Christians in the present world. The scope of the argu- 
ment used is to dissuade the brethren then living, from refusing 
him that speaketh from heaven ;—i. e., from thinking lightly of 
the author and finisher of faith, and to constrain them to serve 
God with reverence and godly fear, notwithstanding temptations 
and trials. To strengthen this argument, he refers distinctly to 
the privileges they were now enjoying through the mediation of 
Christ, in contrast with the terrors attending the introduction of 
the preceding dispensation. ~‘* Ye are not come unto the mount 
that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto black- 
ness and darkness and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet and 
the voice of words—but ye are come unto Mount Zion, &c. The 
argument would clearly have been out of place, but in application 
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to their actual condition. It is not said, ye will come, but “ ye 
are come.” They are privileges not to be waited for, but are al- 
ready possessed. 

All will acknowledge it the duty of the Christian to live above 
the world, and hold himself consecrated in body, soul, and spirit, 
to Christ; nor is it more his duty than his privilege. Real bles- 
sedness attends him when faithful to his holy vocation. Nor can 
this blessedness be better understood than by attending closely to 
its sources, as developed in the text. 


I. It is a blessedness of Christians that God has here established 
a church, and provided the means of its perpetuity and enlarge- 
ment. Its foundations are laid in the counsels of eternal wisdom. 
Its ordinances are settled. The gates of hell cannot prevail 
against it. 

This church is often spoken of under the name of Zion, a name 
originally applied to “the city where our Lord was crucified.” 
Moriah, one of the two principal eminences within the walls, form- 
ed the site of the temple; and Zion, the other principal eminence, 
was occupied by the palaces of the kings; and being the strong- 
hold of the city, the whole city was called by its name. 

It was named also “the city of the living God,” because the 
worship of Jehovah was here alone maintained, and his special 

resence betokened, by the visible glory called the Shekinah, 
overing over the mercy-seat. And because the worship offered 
here had respect to the Lamb that was slain, and is now adored 
by the hosts of heaven, it was also called “the heavenly Jerusa- 
em.” 

‘Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem,” well fortified, and splendidly built, is placed in striking 
contrast with the rugged mountain of Sinai, rising in the midst 
of the desert, a misshapen pile of unsightly rock, scathed by the 
lightnings, and beaten by the storms of heaven. 

Sinai, too, gendereth to bondage. There was given the law; 
there the justice of God was manifested amid thunderings and 
earthquakes, and voices proclaiming, “ Do this, and thou shall 
live.” But Zion proclaims the liberty wherewith Christ makes 
his people free, pours forth its tones of mercy, comforts the 
broken-hearted, throws open the prison-doors, and gives the 
blessed assurance, “ He that belicveth shall be saved,” 

In the earthly Zion stood the Saviour of the world, when he 
proclaimed, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” “If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.” Here he com- 
— the work of man’s redemption, declared it “ finished,” 

owed his head beneath the weight of the world’s corruption, and 
died. Here was his church first organized in an upper chamber; 
here the Holy Spirit first descended, and constrained the cry 
from thousands, ‘* What must we do to be saved?’ And hence 
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issued the heralds of salvation, bearing on their tongues the glad 
news of salvation to the most distant dwellers on the earth. 

Hence the propriety of the figure, by which the Christian 
church is denominated “Zion.” ‘Ye are come unto mount 
Zion ;” ye have entered the church of God, and “are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God.” This is said, on the supposition that 
the piety of those entering the church is deena they are 
truly partakers of the spirit of Christ. 

Every true disciple of Jesus is surrounded with a wall firm as 
the everlasting hills, sustained against the assaults of earth and 
hell by almighty power, and defended by a vigilance that never 
slumbers nor sleeps. ‘Trials he must have: conflicts he must 
maintain: heart-breakings he must endure: but, all things con- 
spire to secure him an exceeding great and eternal weight of 
glory. Nothing shall be able to separate him from the love of 
God. He shall come off conqueror, and more than conqueror. 

Surely it is the blessedness of the Christian, that in the church 
of the living God, with its holy ordinances, copious instructions, 
and manifold excitements to activity and vigilance, he has strong 
security against temptation, and the pledge of protection amid 
whatever hostilities and treacheries he may meet. In God alone 
can he trust. His own heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked ; and every rebel against God is meditating 
his destruction. And in view only of the fact taught him by the 
establishment of the church can he exclaim, “The Lord is my 
helper, what can man do tome? The Lord is my rock and my 
fortress, of whom shall | be afraid ?” 


II. It is a further blessedness of Christians, that they are sur- 
rounded by invisible beings, whose office it is to minister to the 
heirs of salvation. 

They are come “ to an innumerable company of angels.” These 
are God’s hosts. Wesee them not. We know, however, that they 
are ever about us, sympathizing in our sorrows, helping our in- 
firmities, guiding our steps, and holding us up in their hands. 
Their numbers, man’s arithmetic cannot compute; but they are 
thousands of thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand, 
“an innumerable company,” ever obedient to the will of God, 
and ready to fly to distant parts of the universe to execute his 
commands. They excel in strength. To their sphere of vision 
and of movements we can set no bounds, and God uses them as 
instruments of communication with this, and probably with other 
worlds. Think you that the patriarchs and prophets alone had to 
do with them ?—that their embassies to earth, and back to 
heaven, were confined to Jacob, reposing in the wilderness of 
Paran, to Elisha, shut up in Dothan, or even to Abraham, and 
Manoah, and others who are specified as the objects of their care ? 
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I tell you nay—but the poorest, the most ignorant, and neglected, 
among Christ’s disciples, are equally cared for by the angels of 
God, as the most noble and elevated. Of cach of the little ones, 
children and babes, given to Christ, we are assured, that their 
angels do always behold the face of God—i. e., they stand in God’s 
presence, to wait his commands concerning them. 

The Christian, contemplating the wickedness of the world 
around him, and the fewness of those who sympathize in his sor- 
rows, and partake of his labors, not unfrequently exclaims with 
Elijah, “I am left alone ;” and with the servant of Elisha, sur- 
rounded by the hosts of Assyria, ‘ What shall Ido?” But he is 
not alone. The hosts of heaven encompass him. And those 
hosts are as truly his brethren, throwing their arms around him, 
as if he saw them with his eyes, and heard them with his ears. 
Do they not love and adore the Christian’s Saviour? Is it not the 
command of God, “ Let all the angels of God worship him? 
They own him as their Lord. As they ministered to him while 
jn the flesh, and would, if permitted, have rescued him from the 
hands of his enemies, so now, they cast their crowns at his feet, 
pour their songs of praise into his ear, and unite with his disciples 
in crowning him “ Lord of all.” It is of them that he speaks, 
when he says that he has “ other sheep that are not of this fold”— 
sheep that he will hereafter bring with him, when he appears in 
the clouds of heaven to judge the world, and shall thencefurward 
constitute, in connection. with saints on earth, one fold, under 
one and the same “ good Shepherd.” 

And this blessedness appears the greater, when viewed in con- 
trast with the condition from which the Christian is delivered. 
Once, the prince of the power of the air held dominion over him; 
evil spirits encompassed him, filled his mind with darkness, in- 
flated his head with pride, strengthened him in error, whispered 
in his ear the soul-destroying falsehood, “ You shall not surely 
die,” stifled his conscience, drew great swelling words of vanity 
from his lips, aud urged him on in folly’s beaten path, till he had 
reached the verge of the precipice overhanging the world of 
death. Then, no angel from heaven attended him, no guardian 
spirit protected him, nor one from the throne of God threw over 
him heaven’s broad shield, and called him brother. 

How great his happiness now, when all the myriads of heaven 
enter into his companionship, draw water for him from the wells 
of salvation, stanch the wounds of his bleeding heart, and help 
him to fasten his eye immovably on the Lamb of God! Such is 
the Christian’s privilege. 


III. The blessedness of Christians consists also in their union 
with each other. They are come “to the general assembly and 
church of the first-born, which are written in heaven.” 

The family of Christ is one. Whatever diversities of feature 
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and complexion, of education and habit, of locality and forms of 
religion may exist, there is yet a common bond of attachment, 
connecting all the various members of the great household of 
faith, at whatever period of time they live, and whatever part of 
God’s universe they inhabit. 

Points of resemblance there are, numerous and strong, between 
the children of God, and other members of the human race, too 
obvious to require notice. But there are points of difference too, 
if less strongly marked, yet fundamental and all-important,—dif- 
ference of moral character, object of pursuit, and means of secur- 
ing it. 

“and there are points of difference among Christians, often 
exciting surprise and regret, but they are not fundamental. They 
relate not to the grand principles of faith, but only to subordinate 
matters; and they are differences only, that admit of happy ad- 
justment by the increase of light and the abounding of love. 

It is a blessed peculiarity of Christians, that they are one, even 
as Christ and his Father are one. One, in their regenerated na- 
ture—one in their affections—one in their designs—one in their 
interests—one in their destiny. Their hopes, conflicts, encourage- 
ments, joys and sorrows, are one. Alike, they were chosen of 
God from before the foundation of the world, to become holy—to 
be made the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty, by 
the agency of the same Spirit, and the instrumentality of evangeli- 
cal truth. Alike, they confess themselves poor miserable sinners, 
helpless, and deserving of wrath, worthless, and entitled to no 
favor. Alike, they discard all confidence in the flesh, renounce 
their own righteousness, admit the holiness, justice, and good- 
ness of God’s law, turn their eyes to Jesus, as the only Saviour, 
and behold in Him “ the chief among ten thousand,” the “ one 
altogether lovely ;” all are branches of one and the same vine, de- 
rive their nourishment from the same root, bring forth the same 

eaceable fruits, and impart the same blessings to a dying world. 

hey may inhabit lands wide apart as the poles, belong to hos- 
tile nations, live under every variety of government, and adopt 
dissimilar customs ; they may have lived before the flood or after 
it,in the prophetic or apostolic age, in the period of barbarism or 
refinement; and even more, they may continue to weep and strug- 
gle here below, or, already wear the crown of victory on the hil 
of Zion, and pour forth their everlasting songs in harmony with 
the myriads about the throne of God, but still they are one. 

Exult not now, O profane man! that Christians here are full 
of imperfections and sins. Zhey know it. Heaven knows it. It 
is fur a lamentation. Many is the tear, the prayer, the struggle, 
which the fact occasions. But does this destroy their relation to 
Christ, and to one another? Does the parent cast off his child, 
or the sister discard her brother, because the child or brother may 
have fallen among thieves, and been stript of his raiment, or 
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among assassins, and been gashed and wounded, or into a bed of 
filth, where his garments are soiled? So long as the child retains 
his filial spirit, or the brother his fraternal love, he will be pitied 
for his sufferings, and carefully cleansed from his defilements. 
Thus does the Christian, while absent from his father’s house, fall 
often into the robber’s hand, and into the mire ; his soul is impover- 
ished, his peace is wounded, his garments are defiled; but he is 
a Christian still, his heart is on God, he is one with the friends of 
God, and labors to be holy, as God is holy. 

Of course, I shall not be understood to say, that such is the 
character of all professed Christians. Many are deceivers or de- 
ceived, like Judas and Demas, like Simon Magus and Alexander 
the coppersmith. Who they are, is known to God. And as chaff 
they will be blown away, when he gathers the wheat into his 
garner. Still, all true Christians are one wherever they live, what 
name soever they bear, and whatever sufferings they endure. 


IV. It is the blessedness of saints on earth, that they have com- 
munion with saints in heaven. They are come “to the spirits of 
just men made perfect.” 

There is no difficulty in having communion with friends on 
earth, while they are far away from us. Though we see not their 
forms, nor hear their voices, we can bring them into our presence 
at any moment by the power of thought, con over our intercourse 
with them in times past, and so abstract ourselves from things 
around us, as to hold protracted and delightful communion with 
them. No one can be ignorant of this. And why not hold simi- 
lar communion with our friends in heaven? We have known 
them, loved them, communed with them here, and in essential 
characteristics, they are still the same as ever. Death is but a 
narrow sea, dividing their land from ours. Communion with 
them is no more difficult than if they yet dwelt on earth, out of 
our sight and reach. 

Want of faith is the only difficulty in our way. Believe the 
apostle’s testimony, that we are “come to the spirits of just men 
made perfect,” i. e., that they surround us, though we see them 
not; that they contemplate the same God that we do, that they 
adore the same Saviour, that the great end of their being is the 
same, and that they do whatsoever they do for the glory of God 
and the welfare of the intelligent universe; and have we not 
communion with them as truly as with the Father of our spirits, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

What if they dwell in light, that mortal eyes have never seen, 
and amid glories that surpass human powers of conception, and 
have a strength and clearness of vision peculiar to the heavenly 
state, does all this cut them off from communion with such as are 
still contending with principalities and powers? Ilave they no 
fellow-feeling with those they have left behind them, to maintain 
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the conflict with sin and hell? Do they forget the trials and sor- 
—- this impure state of being? Are they not our brethren 
still 

Whoever has the consciousness of devotement to God, and of 
self-consecration to the work he has given man to do, sympathizes 
with every being in the universe, who lives fur the same end. 
And that the spirits of departed saints are thus devoted to God, 
who doubts? The object of every holy being in the universe is, 
to show forth God’s glory by the increase of holiness and love; it 
is to accomplish the same work that Christ came from heaven to 
accomplish, and to which the saints on earth sincerely consecrate 
their powers. For this the spirits of just men made perfect, labor 
without fatigue, without disappointment, and without intermis- 
sion. Must there not, then, be communion between saints on 
earth and in heaven? They fight against sin and Satan, as we 
do, only that they never “ become weary nor faint in their minds.” 
They rejoice over one sinner that repenteth, and over all penitent 
sinners, as we do, only with far greater intensity and purity of 
affection. 

There is communion, then, between saints on earth and saints 
in heaven. It might be more perfect. It would be so, if the 
fact were more firmly seized. Cherish the thought, beloved bre- 
thren, and hold more frequent and intimate communings with 
friends and dear ones, who have fallen asleep in Jesus; nor only 
with those you have personally known and loved, in the several 
relations of life, but with saints of other generations and other 
lands, who, with apostles, prophets, and patriarchs, are ever bend- 


ing before the throne, and ascribing glory and honor tothe Lamb 
that was slain ! 


V. It is a further blessedness of Christians, that they have 
freedom of access to the eternal throne. They are come “unto 
God the Judge of all.” Suffer as they may, from the suspicions 
of their brethren, from the violence of the ungodly, from the 
chastening hand of God, or from the malice of the great adver- 
sary, they still have a sure refuge in the bosom of Him who 
judgeth every man according to his works. Is God terrible in 
judgment 7—’tis only to his enemies. To those who love him, it 
is a consolation inexpressibly sweet, that his eyes are upon all the 
ways of men, for the defence of his people. “Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right ?” 

_ No attribute of God is more dear to the Christian than his jus- 
tice. That he is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and of 
great goodness, is a truth full of sweetness ; but even this exhibi- 
tion of his character is fearfully incomplete, till it is added, ** he 
will by no means clear the guilty.” A God who does not main- 
tain unimpaired the majesty of his law, and vindicate the right 
against all who would trample it in the dust, is a God un- 

16 
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merciful and unkind. Though he hath no delight in the death 
of the sinner, but that he should turn and live, yet he hath infi- 
nite delight in his own perfect law, and cannot permit its honor 
to be tarnished. This fact is the grand security of every holy 
intelligence in the universe, 

Whoever will live godly in Christ Jesus, must suffer persecu- 
tion; it is not possible to escape a measure of obloquy and con- 
tempt, even though exempt from violence. The universal con- 
viction of this truth explains the fact of unwarranted conformity 
to the world on the part of Christians generally ; and hence the 
apostle affirms, that had we hope only in this life, we should be, 
of all men, most miserable. The Christian’s hope takes hold on 
another life, and draws its nourishment from the sure word of 

romise, brought home by daily communion with ‘God the 
judge of all.” His cause will be vindicated. Satan may stand 
at his right hand to resist him; but the Lord that hath chosen 
him will rebuke the adversary, saying to him, “Is not this a 
brand plucked out of the fire?’ The perfect righteousness of 
Jehovah is the safeguard of the humble. The Lord is his for- 
tress, his high tower, and his deliverer forever. And in the way 
prepared by infinite wisdom, he has access, at all times, with 
boldness, into the very holy of holies, where he may spread out 
all his wants and sorrows, and plead with an importunity that 
cannot be denied, for succor and consolation. 


VI. Another blessedness of the Christian is, that he ever has 
a prevalent intercessor at the right hand of God. He appears 
not before the throne in his own name: he makes no mention 
there of his own righteousness. Wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked, his whole reliance is on the advocacy 
of Jesus Christ the righteous. “ Ye are come,” saith the Apos- 
tle, “ to Jesus the aden of the new covenant, and to the blood 
7 sprinkling, that speaketh better things than the blood of 

bel.” ) 

“ Cursed be every one that continueth not in all things written 
in the book of the law to do them.” Whatever this curse may be, 
every child of Adam lies under it. What it is, the Apostle in- 
forms us, when he declares that “ the wages of sin is death”—the 
death opposed to that eternal life, which is the gift of God through 
Jesus Christ--consequently, eternal death. Such is the curse 
resting on every man, till, by faith he becomes one with Christ. 
This law, of which sin is the transgression, was the original cove- 
nant under which man was placed. Had he obeyed it, he had 
needed no mediator. Perfect obedience is equivalent to justifica- 
tion. But disobedience must receive a just recompense of re- 
ward ; and that recompense is deafh eternal. The new covenant 
is established on other principles. Not that it lowers the law’s 
demands, or diminishes the obligation to perfect obedience ; but 
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that when the law has been violated, provision is made for mag- 
nifying and making it honorable, by other means than the de- 
struction of the sinner. 

A mediator is appointed. He is God’s fellow—God’s equal— 
one with God. He is the creator of all things. The government 
of the world is on his shoulders. Angels, principalities, and 
—_ are all subject to him. Heaven, earth, and hell, alike 

elong to his dominion. 

Though thus ewalted, he has voluntarily humbled himself. He 
hath given his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair. He hath ascended Calvary, bared his bosom 
to the spear, poured forth the blood of his heart in sight of the 
universe ; said, “ Father, forgive’—* It is finished”—and given 
up the ghost, amid the sympathies of nature, and the wild storms 
of human and infernal passion. 

Thus has he become the mediator of the new covenant. The 
demands of the law are so far satisfied, that now, whosoever be- 
lieveth shall be saved. Let self-righteousness be renounced, and 
self-abasement take its place; let all hope, grounded on obedi- 
ence to the law, be abandoned ; and let the affections of the soul 
cluster around the cross, and hope plume its wing on Calvary, 
and the blood of Christ will peak better things than the blood of 
Abel. 

Not only hath he shed his blood for our redemption, but he 
hath ascended to heaven to make continual intercession. And 
there he ever appears, at the right hand of the throne; touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; sympathizing in the sorrows 
of his people ; able and ready to succor them when tempted ; and 
to pour the oil of joy into their hearts when wounded and bleed- 
ing. The Holy Spirit is their Comforter, leading them into green 
pastures, and beside still waters; reminding them of their sinful- 
ness, reproving their waywardn+ss, assisting their devotions, and 
supplying them with sweet prelibations of heaven’s happiness. 
Christ sends the Spirit; and every blessing enjoyed by the Chris- 
tian, is the fruit of his mediation. The blood of Abel called for 
vengeance on the murderous Cain. The blood of Jesus calls for 
mercy and grace on every believer: the blood of Abel’s sacri- 
fice could avail only to his own benefit, as an expression of his 
faith : the blood of Jesus avails to the benefit of all nations, as 
the ground of justification to as many as believe. 

Thus the blood that flowed on Calvary speaketh better things 
than the blood of Abel, precious as his blood was, to the judge of 
all the earth. And this is the blood to which the Christian has 
es and in which lies deep and firm, the foundation of all his 

Opes, 


CONCLUSION. 


And what shall I say to you more, my brethren, in relation to 
the blessedness found in your present condition? It were easy 
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to enlarge : it is difficult to array before you distinctly, and at once, 
the mass of blessing which gracious heaven has bestowed. All, in- 
deed, is summed up in the words of the text; and yet, I despair 
of producing an impression so clear, so full, so living, as God re- 
quires us to receive. Let the subject be pondered, prayed over, 
and inwrought into the framework of our spiritual constitution. 
God has not only established a church, but planted us within its 
inclosures, and done to his vineyard all that he could have done 
in it. He bas assigned to the angels of heaven the duty of watch- 
ing over us, and aiding our conflicts with sin and hell; he has 
united us with each other, and with all Christians on earth, by 
bonds that neither life nor death can break ; he has given us the 
privilege of holding communion with friends who have fallen 
asleep in Jesus, and with the spirits of all just men made perfect; 
he has authorized the utmost freedom of access to his throne, at 
all times, and under all trials; and, to complete the whole, has 
announced his Only-begotten and well-beloved Son, to be our con- 
tinual advocate, when charged with guilt, either by our own con- 
sciences, or the great enemy of the soul. 

Beyond these, what blessing can we ask?—Any other than a 
grateful heart—a heart more perfectly subdued to the love of 
God, and the faith of Jesus¢# If we are Christ’s, all things are 
ours; the world, things present, things to come, God with all his 
riches, heaven with all its glories—all are ours! 

One thought more! This being true, how gross and contempt- 
ible is the spirit that wraps itself up in the vanities of time and 
sense, and goes about inquiring, “ Who will show me any good ?” 
How vain and frivolous are the eager strifes of thousands of profess- 
ing Christians, to gain the perishable trifles that heaven scatters 
along man’s pathway for the comfort of all, and the lasting pos- 
session of none! Brethren, rise superior to this grovelling spirit; 
rebuke it in your own hearts, and whenever you seeit. Fix your 
eye permanently on heaven, remembering, that to aid yon in do- 
ing this, the Supper of the Lord is appointed; and never forget- 
ting that “ Ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels. To the general assembly and church of the 
first born, which are written in heaven, and to God the judge of 
all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel.” 

















